
 

Remarks from the President of the Delbarton Alumni Association, 
At the Winter Class Reps’ Dinner at the Madison Hotel, January 31, 2017 

Br. Paul, Coach Donovan, my fellow Alumni and Wiggy -- welcome to the Winter Class 
Reps Dinner! We had such a tremendous turnout for the Fall Dinner just a few months 
ago, and tonight seems to be no different. I am thrilled for what we have in store for you 
tonight. The theme of this evening’s dinner will be the current campaign to renovate 
Trinity Hall, and to grow the endowment of Delbarton School and St. Mary’s Abbey. The 
distinguished speakers here tonight will all touch on this theme through their unique 
lens and role at the School. 

Some time ago, Abbot Giles stood before this audience at the Fall Reps Dinner in 2014 -- 
along with fellow Alum and Trustee Rob Failla ’89 – to call for a Capital Campaign and 
to discuss the importance of building Delbarton’s endowment for the long-term 
stability, financial strength and growth of Delbarton School and St. Mary’s Abbey. This 
important work is never done. 

Over the years, many of us here tonight have heard from Abbot Giles that most people 
drive up our long, scenic driveway at Delbarton and see Old Main sitting on its hilltop 
perch, and think that Delbarton and St. Mary’s Abbey must want for nothing. But this is 
not true. As with any private school, the costs that contribute to tuition rise each year. 
And the costs to maintain our academic buildings, facilities, physical plant and grounds 
are also on the rise. 

All of us here tonight have benefitted in our Delbarton experience from the generosity 
and contributions of those who went before us. This is a theme you hear me discuss 
quite often. Whether your basketball team played in St. Joseph’s Gymnasium or in the 
Lynch Athletic Center, whether you studied in the Fr. Stephen Findlay Science Pavilion 
or sang in the Delbarton Arts Center, you can walk through the hallways and corridors 
of Delbarton School and see bronze plaques greening with age etched with the names of 



the families that made sacrifices to make this school and its beautiful campus possible 
for all of us. 

And now as we look forward to the next 75 years of Delbarton School and beyond, it’s 
our time to make our mark on the history of Delbarton. It’s our time to pay forward the 
generosity that we experienced and from which we continue to benefit in our personal, 
professional and spiritual lives. As you listen to the speakers tonight and you think 
about what Delbarton means to you, please also think about how you can help Delbarton 
at this moment through your own contribution of time, energy and generosity. The time 
is now. And as with everything that is Delbarton, if this Campaign is to be a total success 
for the generations of Delbarton students that follow us then it will be so only because 
we do this together. 

John Tonzola ‘95 
President, Delbarton Alumni Association (2016-2018) 

 


